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Helena.  Montana,  February  ^,  1891. 

IIis  Excellency,  Joseph  K.  Toole,  Governor  of  Montana. 

Sir:— In  accordance  with  Section  ISfil,  Revised  Statutes  of  Montana,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you,  and  throujjh  you,  to  the  Second  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Montana,  the  First 
Annual  Report  of  this  Department,  for  the  year  ending  August  31, 1890. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

John  Gannon, 

Supt  of  Public  Instruction. 
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STATE  BOARD  OP  LAND   COMMISSIONERS. 

JOSEPH  K.  TOOLE,  Governor,  Helena. 

JOHN  GANNON,  Supt.  Pub.  Instruction,  Helena 

LOUIS  ROTWITT,  Sec'y  of  State,  Helena 

H.  J.  HASKELL,  Att'y  General,  Helena 
Board  created  by  Art.  XI,  Sec.  4,  of  Constitution  of  Montana. 


STATE   BOARD  OP  EDUCATION. 

JOSEPH  K.  TOOLE,  Governor- 

JOHN  GANNON,  Supt.  Public  Instruction. 

H.  J,  HASKELL,  Attorney  General. 

Members  ex-offlcio.    Eight  members  to  be  appointed. 
Created  by  Art.  XI,  Sec.  11,  Constitution  of  Montana. 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS  OP  SCHOOLS. 


Name. 

POSTOPFICE. 

County. 

A.L.Stone.            

Miss  M.  E.  Finnigaii 

Dillon 

Port  Benton 

Miles  City 

Kibbey 

Deer  Lodge 

Glendive 

Cottonwood 

Beaverhead 

Choteau 

Miss  Louisa  Cooley 

Custer 

George  B.  Swan 

Miss  Margaret  Wolfe 

Cascade 

Deer  Lodge 

Miss  Alice  Cavanaugh 

Miss  Fannie  Corbin.     . 

Dawson 

..Fergus 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Reeves 

Gallatin 

Wm.  E.  Dean 

Miss  C.  L.  Turnley. 

Miss  Harriet  Ilord 

Boulder 

Helena, 

Missonla 

While  Sulph.  Springs 
Silver  Star 

.  Jefferson 

Lewis  &  C  larke 

Missoula 

Mrs.  James  Chamberlin 

Meagher 

Madison 

John  C . M  ahony  

Miss  Eva  M .  Hunter        

Livingston 

Butte 

Billings 

Park 

Miss  Carrie  Cox 

Silver  Bow 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Crampton 

Yellowstone 

Sapei^intendent's   t^eport 


The  growth  of  our  pubHc  school  system  has  been  progres- 
sive during  the  year — 36  school  houses  have  been  built;  117 
teachers  added  to  the  corps — and  increased  appropriations  for 
all  school  purposes  prove  that  no  backward  step  has  been  taken 
in  educational  matters  by  the  people  of  the  State;  while  extra 
burdens  of  taxation  have  been  cheerfully  borne  for  purposes 
mentioned,  greater  care  has  been  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  a  large  number  of  whom  have  received  professional 
training  for  their  work,  and  it  is  gratif3'ing  to  note  that  of  our 
teaching  force  27  per  cent,  have  either  graduated  from  Normal 
Schools  and  Colleges,  or  have  received  such  training  in  part; 
though  this  class  of  teachers  is  employed  chiefly  in  our  cities 
and  towns,  the  country  schools  will  receive  the  benefits  of  the 
instruction  given  there,  ■v^hen  the  pupils  have  completed  the 
course  of  study  and  entered  upon  the  work  of  teaching  in  the 
smaller  districts,  as  many  of  them  do. 


SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE. 

An  examination  of  reports  to  this  oftice  reveals  an  attendance 
not  commensurate  with  the  increased  support  financially  ren- 
dered, for  the  maintenance  of  our  common  schools;  in  1888  and 
1889,  we  expended  the  sum  of  $308,893,  on  an  enrollment 
of  16,808  pupils;  the  expenditures  reached  $364,083  in  1889 
and  1890,  an  increase  of  ^^555,090  over  that  of  previous  year, 
with  number  enrolled  at  16,980 — an  excess  of  172  greater 
than  in  1889;  from  the  table  given  below  sixty-two  per  cent 
only    of   the    children    between   the   ages    of   five  and  twenty- 
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one  years,  were  enrolled  in  the  public  schools,  four  and  one-half 
per  cent,  in  private  schools,  leaving  thirty-three  and  one-half  per 
cent,  at  large,  either  through  their  own  truant  dispositions  or  the 
heartless  indifference  and  criminal  neglect  of  their  parents  or 
guardians;  while  a  small  percentage  of  this  number  may  be 
unable  to  attend  school  through  circumstances  surrounding  them 
at  home,  where  their  labor  is  required,  the  fact  that  about  thirty 
per  cent,  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered  for 
acquiring  a  common  school  education,  calls  for  the  earnest  con- 
sideration of  the  honorable  members  of  the  Legislature,  in  order 
that  these  children  may  be  brought  under  influences  that  will 
tend  to  make  them  in  after  years  useful  and  intelligent  citizens 
of  this  great  State. 


Counties. 

a  0) 

S  M 

»° 

"■a 
«M  a 

O  a 

dm 

o 

Average    daily    attend- 
ance    in    the    Public 
Schools 

> 
p. 

Q)   O 

s  o 

C  J= 

a  tK 

Total     enrollment      in 
public     and     private 
schools 

Per  cent,  of  enrollment 
of    children    between 
the  .iges  of  5  iind  21  yrs. 
in  the  Public  Schools 

Per    cent,    of    average 
daily    attendarce    on 
enrollment      in     the 
Public  Schools. 

Beiiverlioad                 

1,321 

945 

958 

1,010 

2,851 

415 

767 

2,052 

1.171 

3.916 

2,899 

1,478 

826 

1,490 

5  118 

604 

765 
557 
394 
821 

1,927 
216 
555 

1,378 
792 

2,371 

1,951 
915 
594 
929 

2,437 
378 

457.7 

351.5 

214 

411.5 
1,264 

136.1 

307 

889.3 

538 
1,472 
1,219 

617.80 

409 

645 
1,424.13 

250 

3 

■■■■■'25 

90 

372 

210 

1 

105 

438 

16 

768 

557 

394 

821 

1,952 

216 

555 

1,468 

792 

2,743 

2,161 

915 

595 

1,034 

2,875 

394 

57 
59 
41 
81 
67 
51 
72 
67 
67 
60 
67 
61 
71 
62 
45 
62 

59 

Custer              

63 

Choteau 

54 

50 

Deer  Lodge 

65 

63 

Fergus 

55 

Gallatin 

64 

Jefferson 

66 
62 

Missoula 

63 

Madison 

Meagher.         

67 
68 

Park 

60 

Silver   Bow    

58 

Yellowstone 

66 

Total 

37,821 

16,980 

10,596.09 

1,260 

18,340 

63 

62 
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ENROLLMENT. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  enrollment  for  the  deeade 
past  in  the  several  Counties  of  the  State  : 


Counties. 


Beaverhead 

Choteau 

Custer 

Cascade 

Deer  Lodge 

Dawson 

Fergus 

Gallatin    

Jefferson 

Lewis  &  Clarke. 

Missoula 

Madison 

Meagher 

Park 

Silver  Bow 

Yellowstone 

Total 


1881. 

1885. 

372 

491 

172 

297 

123 

5()i 

* 

* 

1,066 

941 

312 

* 

* 

970 

1,441 

260 

489 

884 

1,329 

356 

819 

500 

827 

186 

657 

* 

* 

272 

1,403 

272 

5,161 

9,750 

1890. 


765 
394 
557 
821 

1,927 
216 
:55 

1,378 
792 

2,371 

1,951 
915 
594 
929 

2,437 
378 

16,980 


*Not  organized. 


TEACHERS. 


The  table  below  will  show  the  increase  in  each  County  for 
the  past  ten  years  : 


Counties. 

1881. 

1885. 

1890. 

Beaverhead  

12 
3 
3 

■32 

25 
16 
27 
12 
25 
10 

"ii 

18 
10 
13 

'43 
13 

■57 
22 
37 
25 
S4 
31 

'35 
9 

27 

Choteau 

16 

Custer 

21 

Cascade 

23 

Deer  Lodge 

50 

Dawson 

10 

Fergus  

29 

Gallatin 

45 

Jefferson 

33 

Lewis  &  Clarke 

63 

Missoula 

54 

Madison 

33 

Meagher  

26 

Park 

41 

Silver  Bow 

44 

Yellowstone 

16 

Total 

176 

347 

531 

APPORTIONMENT   FOR   SCHOOLS. 

The  following  table  will  show  at  a    glance   the    amounts 
apportioned  for  school  purposes  for  the  time  given  : 


1 

1881 

$  67,647  38 
218,492  18 
364,083  51 

1885  

1890 

10 
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SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

The  classification  of  school  houses,  with  materials  of   which 
they  were  constructed,  is  given  below  : 


Year. 

Log. 

Frame. 

Brick. 

Stone. 

Adobe. 

Total. 

1881 

1885 

91 
141 
173 

29 

60 

139 

13 
28 
36 

'2 

5 

132 

229 

1890 

355 

MORALS  AND  DECENCY. 

Under  this  head  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to 
a  condition  of  affairs  existing,  as  shown  by  the  following  table, 
that  calls  for  earnest  consideration.  When  forty-seven  and 
three-tenths  per  cent,  of  total  number  of  school  districts  in 
the  State  have  provided  but  one  water-closet  for  the  use  of  both 
sexes,  nineteen  and  six-tenths  per  cent,  none  at  all,  and 
only  six  and  nine-tenths  per  cent,  of  the  whole  where  the 
approaches  are  separated  by  close  fences,  a  wrong  has  been 
committed  which  demands  legislation,  to  protect  our  children 
from  the  contaminating  influences  surrounding  them;  purity  in 
thought  and  act  should  be  taught  in  the  school,  but  the  surround- 
ings must  be  conducive  to  that  end,  and  Boards  of  Trustees 
should  be  called  upon  to  perform  their  duty,  under  penalty  of 
dismissal  from  office,  should  they  refuse.  Nearly  all  States  in 
the  Union  have  enactments  upon  their  statute  books  relating  to 
this  subject,  and  I  quote  below  the  law  of  New  York,  entitled: 
"An  Act  in  Relation  to  Health  and  Decency  in  the  School  Dis- 
tricts of  this  State." 

Section  i.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the  Board  of  Education,  or 
the  trustee  or  trustees  having  supervision  over  a  School  District 
in  this  State,  shall  provide  suitable  and  convenient  water-closets 
or  privies  for  each  of  the  schools  under  their  charge,  at  least  two 
in  number,  which  shall  be  entirely  separated  from  each  other  by 
a  substantial  close  fence  not  less  than  seven  feet  in  height.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers  aforesaid  to  see  that  the  same  is 
kept  clean  and  in  a  wholesome  condition,  and  a  failure  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees  shall 
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be  sufficient  grounds  for  removal  from  office,  and  for  withhold- 
ing from  the  District  any  share  of  the  public  moneys  of  the 
State.  Any  expense  incurred  by  the  Trustees  aforesaid  in 
carrying  out  the  requirements  of  this  Act  shall  be  charged  upon 
the  District,  when  such  expense  shall  have  been  approved  by 
the  School  Commissioners  of  the  District,  within  which  the 
school  is  located;  and  a  tax  therefor  may  be  levied  without  a 
vote  of  the  District." 

From  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
of  South  Dakota  for  1890,  I  take  the  following: 

"Cases  have  been  known  in  the  State  where  no  privy  had 
been  provided  and  very  frequently  only  one  for  both  sexes.  It 
is  common  that  the  out-buildings  are  placed  in  proximity  with  no 
effective  barrier  between  them.  Shall  we  wonder  that  impurity 
is  increasing  in  society,  when  people  are  absolutely  lethargic 
regarding  the  relations  of  the  sexes  in  the  common  schools?  If 
we  properly  prize  the  virtue  of  our  girls  and  the  manliness  and 
purity  of  our  boys  these  things  will  receive  our  attention.  It  is 
prudishness  that  smacks  strongly  of  ignorance  and  incapacity 
that  will  prevent  a  teacher  giving  due  attention  to  the  condition 
of  the  schools  and  school-grounds,  relative  to  the  relation  of  the 
sexes.  Pure  men  and  women  will  only  come  from  pure  homes 
and  pure  schools." 

The  Territorial  Board  of  Education  of  Dakota  reports,  in 
1888,  upon  this  subject  as  follows: 

"All  this  must  be  endured  at  the  price  of  modesty,  purity 
and  chastity.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  teach  good  morals  and 
gentle  manners  in  the  school-house.  The  surroundings  must  be 
such  as  to  contribute  to  this  end.  The  out-buildings  should  be 
kept  clean  and  neat  and  as  free  from  immoral  suggestions  as 
possible.  The  aim  should  be  to  protect  the  health  of  our 
children  and  teach  them  habits  of  decency  and  rectitude  and  not 
to  sow  in  their  minds  the  seeds  of  shame  and  crime." 


12 
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T!pa.vprhpacl                

20 
14 
17 
14 
33 
8 
17 
39 
30 

23 
12 
13 
17 
43 
16 
17 
fjO 
33 

11 

6 

5 

7 

15 

3 
5 
9 
3 
4 

1 

1 

2 

Cascade        

1 

7)ppr  Tvodo"^ 

2 

Dawson                

1 

5 
22 
27 

6 
4 

Gallatin 

1 

TafFprcon                               

Lewis  &  Clarke 

23 

37 

7 

5 

3 

48 
33 
21 

53 

42 

2-a 

15 

14 

8 

16 
3 
6 

3 

Madison             

1 

1 

Park                

27 

t) 

12 

26 
28 
14 

18 
3 

8 

6 

i" 

3 

3 

Yellowstone      

2 

Total         

361 

446 

171 

71 

25 

COMPULSORY  EDUCATION. 


We  have  a  compulsory  education  act,  passed  in  March, 
1883,  upon  our  statute  books,  which  is  practically  a  dead  letter, 
for  the  reason  that  the  officers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  compel  a 
compliance  with  its  provisions,  have  faiied  to  act  in  a  single 
case;  as  the  result  of  this  large  numbers  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  years  have  been  absent  from 
school,  learning  those  lessons  upon  the  streets,  which  put  in 
practice  in  the  near  future,  will  render  them  amenable  to  the 
criminal  laws  of  the  State. 

Supt.  Kiehle,  of  Minnesota,  in  his  report  for  18S5  and  18S6, 
referring  to  the  failure  of  the  compulsor}'  law  in  that 
State,  says: 

"The  more  children  there  are  in  any  given  district  who  do 
not  attend  school,  the  more  probable  it  is  that  no  one  in  the 
district  will  take  the  trouble  or  endure  the  odium  necessar}-  to 
the  enforcement  of  the  law.  It  follows  that  if  the  property  of 
the  State  is  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  schools,  the  parents  of 
the  children  are  under  a  corresponding  obligation  to  give  their 
children  the  benefits  provided.  The  school  may  be  trusted  to 
cultivate  an  interest  when  once  the  children  have  been  brought 
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within  its  influences;  but  nothing  but  the  compulsion  of  the  law 
will  reach  those  parents  who  are  so  indifferent  to  the  future  wel- 
fare of  their  children  that  they  will  not  send  them  to  school,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  often  leave  them  to  grow  up  in  idleness  and 
subject  to  all  the  temptations  of  vice." 

Supt.  Bradley,  of  Minneapolis,  says  in  his  last  report: 
"The  sovereignty  of  the  State  implies  its  right  to  compel 
all  classes  to  avail  themselves  of  the  education  which  it  provides 
or  of  other  educational  opportunities," 

Says  the  Territorial  Board  of  Education  of  Dakota: 
'•The  State  should  guarantee  to  every  child  a  good  educa- 
tion, and  compel  the  attendance  of  those  who  would  voluntarily 
absent  themselves,  or  whose  parents,  through  motives  of  avarice 
or  neglect,  would  prevent  attendance." 

Testimony  is  abundant  that  those  States  that  have  enforced 
compulsory  laws  have  met  with  signal  success  in  increasing  the 
attendance  in  their  schools,  as  the  resultant  of  these  acts.  From 
the  following  table  you  will  note  that  of  the  total  number  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  years  twenty- 
eight  and  one-half  per  cent,  were  absent  from  school  during  the 
year;  this  condition  of  affairs  can  be  met  in  a  measure  by  legis- 
lative enactment,  that  will  permit  the  appointment  of  truant 
officers  in  municipalities,  and  compelling  teachers  in  the  country 
districts  to  report,  at  stated  periods,  cases  of  absence  to  County 
Superintendent,  who  should  enforce  the  provisions  of  the 
compulsory  act. 

I  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  honorable  members 
of  the  Legislature,  believing,  that  in  their  united  wisdom,  they 
can  provide  a  law  that  wall  meet  the  desired  end. 
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Beaverhead 

20 

518 

122 

10 

1 

Choteau 

14 

483 

295 

7 

Cascade 

17 

121 

66 

28 

14 
33 

8 

389 
562 
190 

286 
339 
15:5 

30 

8 

Deer  Lodse 

Dawson 

Fergus           

17 
39 
30 

517 
932 
376 

473 
573 
348 

6 
45 

. 

o 

Gal  latin         

Jefferson 

r 

23 
48 

229 
1,752 

146 
1,216 

22 
37 

'^ 

Missoula 

Madison 

32 
21 

27 

* 

284 

658 

* 
146 

412 

* 
28 
15 

Park 

Silver  Bow 

6 

3,378 

2,105 

438 

Yellowstone 

12 

204 

169 

16 

I      J 

Total 

361 

10,543 

6,849 

690 

*No  Report. 


SCHOOL  LAW. 


The  changes  required  in  our  school  law,  to  meet  our 
rapidly  increasing  wants  and  place  us  in  line  with  the  educa- 
tional reforms  of  the  day,  are  many;  but  as  the  Code 
Commission  have  prepared  such  an  act,  which  will  be  placed 
before  your  honorable  body  for  consideration,  I  have  no  amend- 
ments to  offer  at  this  time. 


SCHOOL  LANDS. 

The  sale  and  lease  of  our  school  lands,  is  a  matter  that 
calls  for  earnest  consideration  by  the  honorable  Legislature;  with 
but  little  of  the  whole  acreage  that  can  be  sold  at  the  price  fixed 
by  the  Enabling  Act:  ten  dollars  per  acre,  we  must  look  to  the 
lease  system  for  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  donation ;  but 
even  here  we  meet  with  an  obstacle,  in  the  length  of  time  which 
under  the  above  act  we  are  permitted  to  lease,  that  will  prove 
to  be  nearly  prohibitory;  no  one  will  care  to  place  improve- 
ments upon  land,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  five   years,  he  would 
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be  in  danger  of  losing,  unless  protected  by  statute,  should  his 
neighbor  be  willing  to  pay  such  an  advanced  rent  as  the  original 
lessee  could  not  afford.  Congress  should  be  memoriahzed, 
praying  for  an  amendment  to  the  Enabling  Act,  which  would 
extend  the  time  of  lease  from  five  to  either  ten  or  fifteen  yeai-s; 
this  would  enable  a  person  to  realize  something  from  his 
investment.  With  an  increase  of  nearly  100,000  to  our  popula- 
tion during  the  past  ten  years,  we  may  reasonably  look  for  still 
greater  additions  in  the  next  decade;  as  the  result  of  this,  and  to 
supply  the  demand  for  land,  our  school  properties  will  come 
into  market,  under  the  most  favorable  conditions.  While  many 
sections  of  land  have  been  filed  upon  and  patents  issued  for 
them,  we  are  entitled  to  others  in  lieu  thereof,  and  steps  should 
be  taken,  at  once,  which  will  permit  us  to  locate  these,  known 
as  indemnity  lands. 

Depredations  are  constantly  committed  upon  the  school 
lands,  and  under  the  present  law  there  is,  practically,  no  relief. 
Timber,  which  alone  renders  some  of  these  lands  valuable,  is 
being  removed;  agricultural  lands  are  probed  in  the  hunt  for 
stone,  which  will  enable  the  finder  to  enter  a  mineral  land  claim; 
lands,  of  the  fourth  class,  are  teeming  with  gold  when  it  is 
discovered  that  they  are  valuable  as  town  lots.  That  these 
trespasses  are  committed  is  well  known,  and  while  we  have  a 
Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  created  by  the  Constitution,  to 
care  for  these  lands,  without  statute  law  their  hands  are  tied, 
and  the  children  of  the  State  are  being  systematically  robbed  of 
that  which  should  be  regarded  as  a  sacred  trust.  A  drastic 
measure  should  be  passed  which  would  compel  certain  officers  to 
prosecute  all  cases  of  the  kind  brought  to  their  lotice,  in  order 
that  we  may  save,  a  part  at  least,  of  the  heritage  so  generously 
bestowed  upon  our  children  by  the  general  Government. 

The  following  letter  explains  itself: 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  15,  1890. 
Hon.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  of  the  State 
of  Montana,  Helena,  Montana: 

Sir: — It  is  the  prime  purpose  of  the  present  administration 
of  Indian  Affairs  to  bring  the  Indian  schools  into  relation  with 
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the  public  schools  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  which 
Indian  reservations  are  located  as  rapidly  as  practicable.  To 
this  end  I  am  modeling  the  schools  under  my  supervision  after 
the  public  schools  as  far  as  possible. 

In  most  of  the  States  and  Territories  where  there  are 
Indians  some  of  them  are  located  among  the  white  settlers,  and 
white  settlements  generally  surround  the  reservations.  I  deem 
it  extremely  desirable  that  wherever  practicable  the  children  of 
Indians  residing  on  reservations  or  among  the  whites  be  induced 
to  attend  the  public  schools. 

They  will  learn  the  ways  of  civilization,  and  acquire  the 
language  much  more  rapidly  if  associated  with  white  children  in 
the  public  schools  than  in  any  other  way. 

These  Indians  pay  no  taxes,  and  in  many  instances  are 
either  too  poor  or  too  indifferent  to  place  their  children 
in  school. 

Many  school  districts  adjacent  to  Indian  reservations  or 
containing  Indian  allotted  lands  are  prevented  from  maintaining 
schools  by  the  presence  of  the  Indians,  who  do  not  contribute  in 
any  way  toward  the  support  of  such  schools. 

In  order  especially  that  the  Indians  who  break  up  their 
tribal  relations  and  settle  upon  allotted  lands  may  have  oppor- 
tunities of  educating  their  children,  and  as  an  inducement  to 
white  settlers  to  invite  Indian  children  to  their  schools  and  assist 
them  to  acquire  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education,  I  would 
be  pleased  to  have  you  inform  school  officers  and  others  inter- 
ested, that  the  Indian  Office  is  ready  to  enter  into  contracts  with 
the  School  District  officers  or  other  properly  qualified  represent- 
atives of  School  Districts  for  the  tuition  of  Indian  children  at  the 
rate  of  ten  dollars  per  quarter,  based  upon  the  average  attend- 
ance of  Indian  children  during  the  quarter.  Out  of  this  ten 
dollars  per  quarter,  the  School  Districts  will  be  expected  to 
supply  necessary  text  books  to  the  Indian  children.  The  School 
District  will  contract  distinctly  to  give  each  Indian  child  all  the 
opportunities  and  attention  which  are  given  to  the  white  children 
attending  the  school,  and  so  far  as  possible  prevent  their  white 
playmates  from  ridiculing  them,  or  in  any  way  discouraging 
them  or  preventing  their  progress. 

The  Government  contributes  this  ten  dollars  per  quarter 
directl}'  for  the  purpose  of  benefitting  the  children  of  the  Indians, 
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its  wards,  for  whose  education  the  National  Government  is 
responsible.  The  fact  that  this  is  likewise  a  benefit  to  School 
Districts  having  Indian  citizens,  or  adjacent  to  Indian  reserva- 
tions, must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

I  feel  that  the  whites  of  such  localities  are  as  much  inter- 
ested in  this  plan  of  educating  the  Indian  children  as  the  Indians 
are  themselves,  not  onlv  because  of  the  money  received,  but 
especially  because  the  Indians  thus  brought  into  the  public 
schools  and  into  pleasant  relationship  with  white  children  will 
the  more  readily  become  fitted  for  good  citizenship. 

I  trust  that  you  will  co-operate  with  this  office  in  the  work 
of  bringing  these  ignorant  little  ones  into  contact  with  our  Chris- 
tian civilization  through  the  public  schools. 

Very  Respectfully, 

T.  J.  MORGAN, 

Co7nmi.sswner. 

I  believe  that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  would  prove  beneficial,  not  only  to  the  Indian 
child,  but  to  such  districts,  where  Indians  could  be  enrolled,  that 
are  financially  weak. 

JOHN  GANNON, 

Siift  Public  Instriictiov.. 


SCHOOL  VISITATIONS. 

We  have  visited  nearly  all  of  the  principal  schools  of  the 
State  during  the  year,  and  found  them,  with  hardly  an  excep- 
tion, in  excellent  working  order, — City  Superintendents  and 
Principals,  ably  assisted  by  an  excellent  corps  of  assistants,  thor- 
oughly imbued  with  the  importance  of  making  their  schools  all 
that  the  system  demands. 

Some  of  the  Institutes  for  1889  and  1890  were  attended, 
but  owing  to  sickness  in  family  and  duties  of  the  office,  could 
not  attend  all.  I  found  in  those  attended  a  full  representation  of 
teachers,  who  took  hold  of  work  assigned  them  in  a  manner 
that  showed  their  interest,  while  success  attended  the  efforts  of 
County  Superintendents  to  make  the  meetings  of  greater  benefit 


18 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 


than  any  in  the  past.  These  annual  gatherings  are  of  greater 
value  to  teachers  than  is  generally  supposed,  and  should  receive 
financial  support  from  the  State,  in  the  way  of  providing  for 
Institute  conductors. 


DEFECTIVE  YOUTH. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  names  of  all  the  children 
whom  we  are  supporting  at  the  Institutions  in  the  East,  where 
attending  school,  and  time  for  which  they  are  to  be  cared  for 
under  present  contracts  : 


Name. 


Kind  of 
Pupil. 


Geo.  M- CI  en  denning 

Eddie  Judkins 

Lena  E.  Flei^her 

Millie  Searles 

Iva  Cole  

Thos.  M.  Mulvaney.. 
A 1  be  rt  Waggerman . . 

W.  S.  Gates 

(ieorge  Neaf us 

Jos.  Adams  Morris.. 
Cliarles  Dunn 


Feebleminded 
Feebleminded, 

Deaf  Mute 

Deaf  Mute 

Deaf  Mute. . . . 
Feebleminded 
Feebleminded 
Feebleminded 

Deaf  Mute 

Blind 

Blind 


Where  at  School. 


When 
Entered. 


Binghampton,  N.  Y. 
Binghampton,  N.  Y. 
Columbia  Inst.  D.  C. 
Columbia  lust.  D.  C. 
Columbia  Inst.  D.  C. 

Elwyn,  Pa 

Ehvyn,  Pa 

Elwyn,  Pa 

Danville,  Ky 

Mashville,  Tenn 

Baltimore,  Md 


Apr.  22, 
May  1, 
Sept.  26, 
Oct.  27, 
Oct.  1.5, 
Sept.  22, 
Feb.  11, 
Oct.  15, 
Oct.  8, 
Aug.  6, 
Oct.   27, 


'89 
'89 
'89 
'88 
'90 
'86 
'90 
'90 
'88 
'89 
'88 


Contract 
Expires. 


Arp.  23,  "98 

May     1,  '93 

Sept.  25,  "94 

Oct.    2ti,  '93 

Oct.    14,  '95 

Sept.  21,  '92 

Feb,   11,  '91 

Oct.    15,  '91 

Oct.     8,  '93 

Aug.    6,  ... 

Oct.    27',  '93 


Time. 


.Nine  years 
.  Four  years 
.Five  years 
.Five  years 
.Five  years 
. .  i>ix  years 
.  One  j'ear 
. .  One  year 
.  Five  j'ears 
.  .Inderiuite 
.  Five  years 


CONCLUSION. 

This  report  has  been  unnecessarily  delayed,  owing  to  the 
fact,  that  the  returns  from  Madison  County,  which  should  have 
been  on  file  in  this  office  on  or  before  December  ist,  1890,  were 
not  completed  until  the  ist  inst. — sixty  days  after  date.  This 
condition  of  affairs  calls  for  a  remedy,  which  I  trust  the  Legis- 
lature will  supply. 

Respectfully  subm.itted, 

JOHN  GANNON, 

Sttft  of  Ptthlic  Instruction. 


Coontj)  Superintendents'  lepopts 


On  February  8th,  1890,  a  copy  of  the  following  letter  was 
mailed  to  each  County  Superintendent: 

"Office  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 

Helena,  Montana,  February  8,  1890. 

To  County  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

In  your  visitation  of  schools  for  present  year  please  note 
the  following: 

ist — General  progress  of  schools,  and  quality  of  work  being 
done  by  teachers. 

2nd — Condition  of  school-houses,  out-buildings,  etc. 

3^d — Furniture  and  apparatus;  whether  schools  are  pro- 
vided and  condition  of  same. 

4th^ — Are  houses  surrounded  by  fences?  Make  a  general 
report  upon  above  named  points,  and  offer  suggestions  as  to 
needed  improvement.  Such  report  to  be  printed  with  that  of 
State  Superintendent. 

JOHN  GANNON, 

Supt.  Public  Instruction, 

In  answer  to  above  we  present  returns  from  fourteen 
counties — Madison  and  Park  not  reporting. 
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BEAVERHEAD  COUNTY. 

A.L.STONE. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  lo  you  the  following  report  of 
the  schools  of  Beaverhead  County  for  the  year  ending 
August  31,  1890: 

Our  school  census  was  1,347?  the  number  enrolled  765  and 
the  average  attendance  476. 

The  tax  levy  for  school  purposes  was  four  mills;  the 
amount  collected  and  apportioned  to  districts  $13,358.41;  the 
amount  expended  for  teachers'  salaries,  fuel,  etc.,  (actual 
expense  of  conducting  the  schools)  $13,009.43.  This  made  the 
expense  per  capita,  on  a  basis  of  the  enumeration,  $9.66  per 
year  or  $2.07  per  month  of  time  during  which  school  was  in 
session,  or  ten  and  one-third  cents  per  day.  On  a  basis  of  the 
enrollment  the  per  capita  cost  was  $17  per  year,  $3.64  per 
month,  or  eighteen  and  one-fifth  cents  per  day.  On  a  basis  of 
the  average  attendance  $27.33  P^^"  year,  $5.86  per  month  or 
twent3^-nine  and  one-third  cents  per  day. 

The  average  length  of  time  which  the  schools  of  the 
county  have  been  in  session  is  four  months  and  thirteen  days, 
the  number  of  different  teachers  employed,  thirty. 

Several  of  these  teachers  have  taught  school  in  more  tl.an 
one  district,  which  accounts  for  difference  between  the  figures 
here  and  those  given  in  the  tabular  statement. 

The  percentage  of  enrollment  of  the  pupils  was  fifty-seven, 
the  percentage  of  attendance  thirt3'-five  and  one-third.  This  is 
a  point  to  which  I  desire  to  call  special  attention.  There  is  no 
good  reason  why  this  percentage  should  be  so  low.  In  some 
parts  of  the  county  the  country  is  sparsely  settled  and  the 
children  live  a  long  way  from  the  school-house.  If  these  were 
the  districts  which  cut  down  the  average  we  could  hardly  find 
fault,  but  this  is  not  the  case,  as  the  following  table  shows.  In 
this  statement  the  census  of  the  district  is  taken  as  the  basis  for 
calculation : 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


21 


District. 

Enrollment. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Argenta   

42     per  cent. 

34 

43 

50             " 

B2i/j 

521/2 

151/4  per  cent. 

Bannack 

De\vey"s  Flal 

27             " 

Dillon 

56             " 

Glendale    

2314          " 

Lima 

Lion  City 

32             " 
32             " 

The  above  shows  the  percentage  of  enrollment  and  attend- 
ance in  the  seven  principal  towns  of  the  County, — places  where 
the  school  house  is  within  easy  access  of  all.  We  notice  that  in 
only  one  case  (that  of  Dillon,  in  w^hich  the  standing  is  far  above 
that  of  any  other  school  of  the  County),  the  percentage  of 
attendance  has  exceeded  the  general  attendance  for  the  County, 
while  in  one  case  it  has  dropped  to  less  than  half.  In  even 
sparsely  settled  communities  it  w^ould  be  difficult  to  give  a  good 
reason  for  so  low  a  percentage.  In  these  cases  it  is  certainly  a 
matter  which  should  receive  the  attention  of  all  good  citizens. 

In  the  remote  districts  of  the  County,  the  schools  are  of 
necessity  small  and  the  terms  proportionally  short.  The  per 
capita  cost  of  sustaining  them  is  accordingly  higher,  in  several 
districts,  during  the  past  year,  reaching  fifty  cents  per  day.  In 
these  districts  patrons  of  the  schools  should  see  that  it  is  carried 
on  during  pleasant  weather,  and  that  the  children  attend  every 
day.  After  paying  at  a  rate  which  is  necessary  in  order  to  have 
a  school,  it  is  certainly  false  economy  to  keep  a  child  at  home, 
with  the  idea  that  his  work  is  worth  more  to  his  parents  there 
than  in  his  class,  even  though  his  greater  loss  be  counted  nothing. 
I  know  that  in  some  cases  his  help  at  home  would  be  of  much 
value,  but  the  loss  of  investment  in  the  school,  the  loss  of  oppor- 
tunity to  the  child  and  the  injustice  done  him  by  depriving  him 
of  his  privilege  should  be  seriously  considered  before  taking 
him  out  of  school  under  any  circumstances. 

I  speak  thus  pointedly  regarding  the  obligations  of  parents 
and  guardians  for  the  reason  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
where  I  have  had  occasion  to  investigate  this  matter  of  irregu- 
larity I  have  found  that  it  was  due  to  indifference,  neglect  or 
thoughtlessness  on  their  part  rather  than  to  sickness  or  lack  of 
desire  to  attend  school  on  the  part  of  the  child. 

During    the   coming   year,   with    the    co-operation    of    the 


22  REPORTS    OF 


teachers,  I  shall  endeavor  to  establish  a  grade,  and  have  every 
school  adopt  a  uniform  course  of  study.  When  this  plan  is 
fairly  in  operation  I  hope  to  have  the  system  so  thoroughly 
organized  that  I  can  tell  what  is  being  done  in  every  school,  even 
down  to  the  work  of  individual  pupils. 

There  are  three  districts  in  the  Countv  which  should  build 
school  houses,  and  quite  a  number  which  should  fix  up  their 
rooms  inside.  It  makes  no  difference  how  cheap  or  old  a  build- 
ing is,  as  long  as  it  is  used  for  a  school-room  it  should  be  pre- 
served in  such  condition  that  it  can  be  kept  neat  and  clean.  The 
investment  of  a  very  few  dollars  in  lining,  paper  and  paint  will 
make  almost  any  room  bright,  clean  and  attractive.  The  influ- 
ence of  surroundings  upon  children  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated.  Every  successful  teacher  knows  this.  No  one  should 
entirely  ignore  the  fact. 

On  my  round  of  visits  through  the  County  I  have  noticed 
that  in  two  districts  the  custom  exists  of  turning  horses  which 
have  been  ridden  to  school  into  the  yard  and  allowing  them  to 
run  around  the  school  house  during  the  day.  I  advise,  where  it 
is  necessary  to  have  an  enclosure  for  this  purpose,  that  a  corral 
be  built  near  by.  The  grounds  of  no  school  building  should  be 
turned  into  a  barnyard. 

Cleanliness,  order,  politeness,  and  an  idea  of  how  we  should 
live,  are  taught  to  children  incidentally  far  better  than  in  any 
other  w^ay.  By  our  own  manner  of  living  and  example  we 
unconsciously  teach  them  to  be  careless,  improvident  and  shift- 
less, or  neat,  thrifty  and  enterprising.  It  is  just  as  much  our 
dut}^  to  make  good  citizens  as  it  is  to  make  good  scholars. 

Almost  without  exception,  the  teachers  employed  in  the 
County  during  the  past  year  have  been  efficient,  and  have  done 
good,  earnest  work.  In  some  cases  the  Boards  have  given  them 
moral  support,  encouraged  them  by  visiting  the  school,  and  ren- 
dered them  assistance  by  awakening  interest  among  the  patrons; 
but  in  most  cases,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  work  has  not  received 
the  attention  which  it  should. 

I  have  had  little  chance  to  compare  the  work  of  the  year 
just  ended  with  that  of  previous  years,  as  the  office  is  almost 
without  record  or  reports.  The  general  character  of  the  teach- 
ers' work  is  above  the  average.  It  is  all  that  could  have  been 
expected    under    the    circumstances.     The    great    drawback    is 
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irregularity  of  attendance.  I  have  endeavored  briefly  to  call 
attention  to  the  troubles  with  which  we  contend,  and  to  offer 
suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  sj-stem. 


CHOTEAU  COUNTY. 

M.  E.  FINNIGAN. 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO.    I,  FORT  BENTON. 

The  school  building  is  a  two-story  brick,  with  a  stone 
basement,  a  beautiful  and  substantial  building,  costing  $33,000. 
The  dimensions  of  the  assembly  room  are,  including  the  stage- 
twent3r-five  by  sixty  feet,  seating  capacity  200.  The  dimensions 
of  each  school-room  are  twenty-three  by  thirty  feet.  Many 
shade  trees  enhance  the  beauty  of  the  well  kept  grounds.  The 
out-buildings  are  in  good  condition.  The  whole  is  enclosed  by 
a  pretty  and  solid  picket  fence.  The  school  is  furnished  with  a 
complete  set  of  maps  for  each  department,  charts,  globes, 
Manikin  and  a  good  library.  The  school  furniture  is  of  modern 
make  and  the  best.  Three  teachers  are  employed  during  the 
year — principal  and  two  assistants.  The  work  done  by  the 
teachers  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  departments  is  very 
good,  especially  in  Language  and  Number.  The  Grammar 
pupils  are  not  doing  best  work,  only  with  a  very  few  exceptions. 
Lack  of  attention  and  absence  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  not 
enough  firmness  on  the  teacher's  part  to  stimulate  and  encourage 
his  scholars  to  study  and  advance.  The  A.  class  in  the  Grammar 
Department  will  finish  Fish's  Arithmetic  this  year  and  take  up 
the  study  of  Algebra  in  September,  1890. 

DISTRICT  NO.   3,  CHOTEAU. 

The  school-house  is  a  frame  building,  pleasantly  located. 
The  dimensions  of  the  school-room  are  twenty-three  by  thirty- 
nine  feet;  seating  capacity,  sixty.  The  out-buildings  are 
most  excellent.  Many  beautiful  well  cared  for  shade  trees 
surround  the  school-house.  The  grounds  are  well  protected  by 
a  very  substantial  fence.  The  school  furniture  is  the  latest  and 
best.  For  pupils'  use  the  school  is  supplied  with  Monteitb's 
Maps,    Geography    charts.     Natural    Histor}'    charts.    White's 
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Manikin,  globe,  atlas  and  an  excellent  library.  Mr.  Bair,  a  most 
ex'cellent  teacher,  is  employed  for  this  year.  lie  is  doing  the 
very  best  work  in  the  school-room.  The  grade  is  mixed — 
Grammar,  Intermediate  and  Primary.  The  pupils  are  nearly 
all  working  with  an  interest.  The  results  are  most 
satisfactory.  I  am  especially  pleased  with  the  work  in  Penman- 
ship, History,  Grammar  and  Arithmetic.  I  would  suggest  that 
for  the  year  beginning  September,  iSpo,  a  competent  assistant 
be  appointed  to  aid  Mr.  Bair  at  least  for  the  winter  months,  when 
the  attendance  is  greater. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4,  HIGIIWOOD. 

Two  log  school-houses  in  this  district,  but  one  in  use — a 
very  comfortable  building.  There  is  no  fence  around  the 
school-house.  The  out-buildings  are  in  good  condition.  Maps, 
Physiology  chart,  Reading  chart  anJ  modern  school  furniture 
are  supplied  for  the  pupils'  use.  Two  male  teachers  were 
employed  for  a  part  of  the  winter  term,  one  in  the  school-house 
and  the  other  in  that  part  of  the  district,  where  the  children  were 
less  in  number  school  was  held  in  a  private  house.  Both  of  the 
teachers  are  good  instructors.  The  trustees  appointed  for  the 
Spring  term  a  lady  who  is  doing  very  good  work,  especially  in 
Arithmetic.  The  advanced  class  is  about  to  complete  Fish's 
Arithmetic  this  August. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6,  SHONKIN. 

The  school-house  is  composed  of  logs.  It  is  nicely  white- 
washed inside  and  out.  The  school  furniture  is  home-made  and 
not  very  comfortable.  The  out-house  has  two  compartments. 
The  school-grounds  are  not  surrounded  by  a  fence.  There  is  a 
decided  improvement  this  year  in  the  advancement  of  the 
pupils.  The  teacher  is  doing  good  work;  she  has  trained  the 
little  folks  in  vocal  music  quice  nicely.  The  advancement  in 
numbers  is  quite  marked.     The  grade  is  Primary. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7,  SHONKIN. 

The  school-house  is  a  comfortable  one,  built  of  logs.  The 
school  furniture  is  quite  rude.  No  out-house  of  any  description; 
no  fence.  The  pupils  who  attend  school  regularly  are  doing 
nicely.  The  teacher  is  a  good  instructress.  The  patrons  of  the 
school  are  well  pleased  with  her  work. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  8,  TETON. 

The  school-house  is  a  pleasant  little  log  building.  The 
school  furniture  is  composed  of  rude  home-made  desks  and 
benches.  One  Reading  chart  and  two  maps  constitutes  the 
school  apparatus.  The  out-house  has  two  compartments. 
There  is  no  fence  around  the  school-house.  The  pupils  are  all 
doing  well  under  the  instruction  of  the  teacher.  The  drill  in 
Penmanship  and  Numbers  is  very  good.  The  grade  is  Primary 
and  Intermediate. 

DISTRICT  NO.   lO,  SHONKIN. 

The  school-house  is  a  small  log  building.  The  school 
furniture  is  quite  rude  desks  and  benches.  There  is  one  rude 
out-house.  The  school-house  is  located  on  a  ranch  of  one  of  the 
school  patrons;  the  ranch  is  enclosed  b}'  a  fence.  The  school 
apparatus  consists  of  one  Physiology  chart.  The  school  term 
did  not  begin  till  quite  late  this  year.  Many  of  the  school 
patrons  have  left  the  district,  consequently  the  trustees  were 
undecided  what  was  best  to  do;  they  finally  concluded  to  have  a 
school  session  in  order  to  hold  their  organization.  But  four 
pupils  attended. 

DISTRICT  NO.   II,  TETON. 

The  school-house  is  a  small  comfortable  log  building  not 
surrounded  by  a  fence,  neither  has  it  an  out-building.  The 
school  furniture  consists  of  a  few  rude  desks  and  benches.  No 
maps  or  charts.  The  pupils  have  made  good  progress  in  their 
studies  during  the  last  term.  Writing,  Reading  and  Numbers 
are  the  special  branches.     The  grade  is  Primary. 

DISTRICT  NO.   12,  MARIAS. 

This  district  has  no  school-house.  A  room  is  furnished  by 
one  of  the  residents  of  the  district.  There  is  no  out-house. 
The  school  desks  are  rude  home-made  affairs.  There  is  one 
map.  The  scholars  attended  school  very  irregularly;  their 
parents  are  to  blame  in  every  case.  The  teacher  did  not  receive 
any  encouragement  whatever  from  the  school  patrons.  I  cannot 
say  that  there  v  as  good  work  done. 
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DISTRICT  NO.   1 6,  SHONKIN. 

The  school-house  was  built  of  logs  this  year  by  the 
residents  and  school  patrons.  They  donated  time  and  labor. 
There  is  no  out-house,  nor  is  the  building  surrounded  by  a 
fence.  Most  of  the  school  desks  are  of  modern  make.  The 
teacher  is  indeed  doing  good  work  here.  She  is  improving 
in  her  methods  of  teaching  each  year,  which  shows  that  she  is 
progressive.  1  am  well  pleased  with  all  the  exercises  The 
grade  is  Primary  and  Intermediate. 

DISTRICT  NO.  17. 

This  district  has  no  school  building.  A  room  owned  b}' 
one  of  the  residents  of  the  district  is  used  for  school  purposes. 
It  is  situated  on  a  ranch  and  the  ranch  is  enclosed  bv  a  fence. 
There  is  one  out-house.  The  school  desks  are  of  modern  make 
— very  good.  No  maps,  charts  or  globe.  But  one  month's 
school  was  taught  this  year.  The  Trustees  say  they  could  not 
find  any  teacher  to  work  for  the  wages  they  could  afford  to  pay. 
I  know  that  they  were  indifferent.  Last  year  they  appointed  a 
teacher  for  live  months — the  fifth  month  extended  into  the 
present  year.  The  work  done  was  most  excellent.  The 
teacher  is  an  admirable  instructor. 

DISTRICT  NO.    18,  TETON. 

There  is  no  school-house  in  this  district.  A  logf  buildincr 
belonging  to  one  of  the  residents  is  used  for  school  purposes. 
It  is  situated  on  a  ranch  which  is  enclosed  by  a  fence.  There  is 
no  out-building.  The  school  desks  are  quite  rude.  There  are 
no  maps  or  charts.  The  patrons  of  the  school  are  quite  well 
pleased  with  the  teacher's  work.  The  grade  is  Primary  and 
Intermediate.  The  pupils  are  few  in  number  but  they  are 
doing  exceedingly  well. 

DISTRICT  NO.   19,  CHINOOK. 

The  district  was  established  at  the  December  meeting  of 
the  County  Commissioners,  1889.  The  district  does  not  own  a 
school-house — the  Town  Hall  is  used  for  school  purposes. 
There  is  no  fence  surrounding  it.  The  out-house  is  divided 
into  two  compartments.  The  school  is  not  yet  provided  with 
the  necessary  school  apparatus.     The  scholars  are  all  bright  and 
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Studious.  The  exercises  are  all  entertaining.  The  teacher  was 
appointed  for  three  months,  but  the  patrons  of  the  school  are 
so  well  pleased  with  her  efforts  that  the  Trustees  intend 
re-appointing  her  for  the  winter  term. 


CUSTER  COUNTY. 

LOUISA    COOLEY. 

In  District  No.  i,  Miles  City,  the  graded  school,  under  the 
supervision  of  Prof.  J.  C.  Templeton  and  four  able  assistants, 
was  raised  to  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  of  excellence. 
Each  succeeding  term  opens  with  a  much  larger  enrollment 
than  the  one  before.  The  County  is  not  increasing  in  population 
but  the  work  done  by  the  teachers  is  being  recognized  and 
appreciated.  Much  of  the  success  of  this  district  is  due  to  an 
efficient,  earnest  working  Board  of  Trustees.  The  buildings 
and  yard  are  kept  in  a  neat  and  well  repaired  condition  and  all 
furniture  and  apparatus  needed  in  the  several  departments  are 
furnished. 

Districts  2,  3,  4  and  5  are  among  the  first  organized  in  the 
County,  and  especially  in  the  past  year  have  they  been 
progressing.  In  District  No.  2  the  officers  and  patrons  have 
taken  more  interest  in  the  school  than  in  any  district  except 
Miles  City,  and  here  we  find  the  best  house  and  surroundings. 
The  people  of  District  No.  4  hitherto  have  been  in  a  state 
of  lethargy  regarding  matters  educational,  but  we  are  pleased 
to  note  a  change  for  the  better.  A  special  tax  has  been  raised 
and  a  school-house  is  being  built. 

District  No.  6,  laboring  under  financial  embarassment;  was 
unable  to  support  a  term  of  school  with  the  school  year. 

In  Districts  7  and  8  good  work  has  been  accomplished  in 
the  school  rooms.  In  District  7,  however,  the  teacher  labors 
under  the  disadvantages  of  a  small  house,  poor  furniture 
and  little  or  no  apparatus. 

Districts  9,  10  and  12  are  alike  hampered  for  the  want  of 
money.  Both  officers  and  parents  manifest  good  interest 
but  little  can  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of  advancement  under 
past  conditions. 
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District  No.  ii,  is  one  of  our  well-to-do  districts, 
.  maintaining  eight  or  nine  months  school  each  year.  At  this 
time  we  find  the  children  nearly  as  far  advanced  as  those  in  the 
graded  school. 

In  Districts  13  and  14,  although  newly  organized,  much 
interest  is  shown  by  both  Trustees  and  parents.  Excellent 
work  has  been  done  in  the  school-room. 

The  work  done  by  the  teachers  of  the  County  in  the  past 
year  was  better  than  ever  before.  The  reports  show  a  better 
and  more  punctual  attendance;  more  teachers'  literature 
was  bought. 

Improvements  of  all  kinds  have  been  at  a  stand-still  for  two 
years  past,  owing  to  a  lack  of  school  funds.  Several  districts 
could  hardly  maintain  the  required  number  of  months  and 
in  some  instances  were  aided  by  private  subscriptions.  For  the 
school  year  beginning  September  ist,  1890,  we  hope  for 
better  things. 

INSTITUTE. 

I'he  Annual  Teachers  Institute  of  Custer  County  for  the 
year  1889  was  held  August  26th,  27th,  28th  and  29th,  in  the 
assembly  room  of  the  public  school  building.  Miles  City.  The 
Institute  was  conducted  by  Prof.  J.  C.  Templeton,  then  Principal 
of  the  Miles  City  Public  School.  Every  teacher  in  the  County 
holding  a  legal  certificate  was  present  and  good  interest  and 
attendance  were  maintained  throughout  the  session.  The 
exercises  consisted  of  the  reading  of  some  papers  upon 
educational  topics,  bringing  about  some  beneficial  discussions  and 
class  work  conducted  by  Prof.  Templeton.  The  State 
Superintendent  was  not  present.  Two  evening  entertainments 
were  appreciated  by  large  audiences.  At  the  close  the 
sentiment  was  universal  that  this  was  the  best  Institute  ever  held 
in  Custer  county. 


CASCADE  COUNTY. 

GEORGE  B.  SWAN. 

The  essential  elements  of  progress  in  our  district  schools 
are  the  employment  of  good  teachers,  and  an  apportionment  of 
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school  funds  sufficient  to  keep  the  schools  in  session  at  least  six 
months  of  the  year. 

There  is  in  this  County  a  growing  tendency  on  the  part  of 
the  district  officers  to  exercise  care  in  securing  the  services 
of  professional  teachers.  Still  in  many  of  the  districts  there  is 
too  little  appreciation  of  the  need  of  such  care.  Too  often  is  it 
regarded  as  satisfactory  evidence  of  an  applicant's  ability  to 
teach  well,  if  he  or  she  has  passed  the  simple  test  of  our 
teachers  examinations  as  now  conducted. 

Those  districts  of  the  County  that  have  employed  persons 
as  teachers  who  make  teaching  a  profession — who  have  had 
professional  training,  or  who  are  by  nature  teachers  and  have 
given  thought  and  study  to  their  work — those  districts  have  had 
schools  in  which  encouraging  progress  has  been  made.  In  those 
districts  where  too  great  a  carelessness  on  the  part  of  Trustees 
has  manifested  itself,  the  consequent  lack  of  advancement  is 
evident. 

How  to  induce  all  Trustees  to  employ  good  teachers  is  one 
of  our  problems.  One  aid  to  its  solution  would  be  a  change  in 
the  examination  test.  The  teacher's  certificate  should  bear  on 
its  face  some  evidence  of  professional  abilit}^  other  than  a 
standing  in  scholarship  in  the  elementary  branches. 

In  the  statistical  report  it  will  be  observed  that  in  many  of 
the  districts  very  short  terms  have  been  taught.  Some  of  our 
districts  are  so  large  that  the  School  Boards  find  it  necessasy  to 
establish  two  or  three  schools  in  as  many  parts  of  the  district  in 
order  to  accommodate  all,  and  this  necessitates  a  minimum 
length  of  term  for  each  school.  A  remedy  for  this  will  be  the 
increasing  population,  and  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  schools 
in  tlie  small  country  districts  will  suffer  less  from  this  cause  with 
each  recurring  year. 

CONDITION  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

There  are  seventeen  school-houses  in  the  County.  In 
seven  districts  no  school  buildings  have  been  built.  Six  of  these 
districts  have  been  organized  recently,  and  will  probably  have 
school-houses  during  the  present  school  year. 

Of  the  seventeen  school-houses,  four  are  of  brick,  four  are 
frame  buildings,  and  the  remaining  nine  are  constructed  of  logs. 
The  brick  and  frame  buildings  are  nearly  all  new  and  all  are  in 
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good  repair.  Most  of  the  log  houses  are  in  good  repair  and 
make  acceptable  buildings  for  the  country  districts,  as  they 
require  less  mone}  for  their  construction  than  frame  buildings, 
in  communities  where  ready  money  is  scarce. 

In  the  new  districts  that  have  no  school-houses  the  schools 
have  been  held  in  rented  or  borrowed  buildings — the  owners  in 
most  cases  donating  the  rent  of  the  building  to  the  district.  One 
reason  of  a  temporary  delay  in  building  school-houses  in  the 
new  districts  is  the  financial  depression  among  the  farmers, 
caused  by  the  drouth  of  the  past  season. 

Only  three  of  the  school-houses  in  the  Count}  have  fences 
surrounding  them  and  enclosing  the  school  yard.  Thirteen  of 
the  houses  have  privies — only  five  or  six  have  them  with  more 
than  one  apartment. 

IMPROVED  FURNITURE,  APPARATUS,  ETC. 

Eight  of  the  school-houses  are  provided  with  improved 
furniture.  The  others  have  home-n.ade  benches,  varying  the 
degree  of  discomfort  they  inflict. 

In  three  of  the  schools  the  teachers  have  been  fairly  well 
supplied  with  aids  to  teaching  in  the  way  of  maps,  globes, 
charts,  etc.  In  five  there  has  been  made  only  a  beginning  in 
suppl}ing  these  modern  necessities  in  school  work  ;  while 
in  some  the  teachers  are  left  with  only  the  black-board  to 
supplement  books  and  slates.  In  some  of  the  rented  buildings 
even  that  indispensable  aid  is  lacking. 

NEW  DISTRICTS. 

During  the  past  school  year  four  new  districts  have  been 
organized  and  two  more  were  established  by  the  Board  of 
County  Commissioners  on  September  ist,  1890. 

One  great  need  in  our  school  law  is  a  legal  and  definite 
method  for  determining  the  site  of  the  school-house  in  new 
districts.  The  quarrels  that  arise  in  many  cases  in  settling  this 
question  cause  a  delay  in  the  starting  of  the  school,  and  are 
somewhat  disastrous  to  its  welfare. 

RECORDS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  School  Boards  do  not  more 
generally  attend  to  a  recording  of  their  transactions  m  a  suitable 
manner  and   to  a  keeping  of  a  correct  account  of  the  district 
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finances.  Some  improvement  in  this  respect  has  been  noticed 
recently.  It  would  also  -greatly  facilitate  the  business  of 
the  County  Superintendents'  office  if  the  Clerks  were  more 
prompt  and  careful  in  their  reports.  The  law  is  so  severe  in  this 
respect  that  it  prevents  its  enforcement.  School  Clerks  seem  to 
regard  their  service  as  a  favor,  and  to  consider  that  they  have 
the  right  to  be  careless  and  negligent  if  it  does  not  suit 
their  convenience  to  be  otherwise. 


DEER  LODGE  COUNTY. 

MARGARET  WOLFE. 

Deer  Lodge  County  contains  thirty-seven  school  districts 
and  in  thirty-six  districts  school  has  been  held,  or  are  in 
session  now. 

New  school  buildings  have  been  erected  in  Anaconda, 
Granite,  Washington  Gulch,  Stone  Station,  Blue  Eyed  Nellie 
and  Sunset  during  the  past  year. 

The  Helmville  school  district  was  divided  at  the  December 
meeting  of  the  County  Commissioners  and  a  new  district 
established  on  the  Big  Blackfoot.  School  will  be  opened  in  the 
new  district  in  May. 

The  citizens  of  Blossburg  have  petitioned  for  the  division 
of  the  Elliston  district  and  their  petition  is  waiting  for  the 
endorsement  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  March  meeting. 

The  Garrison  and  Cable  districts  do  not  own  school 
buildings.  Rumsey  district  has  levied  a  special  tax  and  will 
build  a  school-house  in  the  spring. 

The  districts  of  Warm  Springs,  Willow  Creek  and  Lost 
Creek  propose  erecting  school  buildings  during  the  ensuing 
year.  School  libraries  have  been  established  in  Modesty, 
Willow  Glen  and  Lost  Creek  districts  during  the  past  year. 


DAWSON  COUNTY. 

ALICE  CAVANAUGH. 

District   No.    i,    Glendive,   has   a   very  nice   school-house, 
employs  a  corps  of  three  teachers,  which  have  been  doing  some 
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excellent  work  the  past  year  and  have  raised  the  grade  of  the 
school  from  third  to  first. 

One  hundred  and  forty  pupils  in  attendance,  who  take  a 
great  interest  in  their  studies.  Both  teachers  and  pupils  work, 
in  perfect  harmonj^  to  attain  the  acme  of  success. 

All  district  schools  have  engaged  competent  instructors,  but 
owing  to  so  many  ranch  people  leaving  the  districts  the  schools 
are  very  small.  All  pupils  take  an  active  interest  in  their  studies 
and  improve  their  time  while  in  school. 

All  schools  in  the  'County  are  furnished  well,  but  some 
districts  have  very  poor  school-houses. 

There  is  one  thing  we  need  in  our  country  schools  and  that 
is  a  more  competent  and  energetic  class  of  Trustees  and  Clerks 
who  will  look  after  the  financial  affairs  of  our  districts. 


FERGUS  COUNTY. 

FANNIE   CORBIN. 

In  looking  over  the  schools  during  the  past  year  I  feel  that 
they  have  improved  in  many  ways,  yet  think  that  there  is 
not  the  attention  paid  to  education  that  there  should  be  from  the 
patrons  of  the  schools  in  this  County.  If  it  were  only  realized  a 
little  more  sensibly  that  the  common  schools  contain  the  seeds  of 
loftiest  culture  and  of  the  extended  power  of  the  common 
people;  that  in  these  are  the  germs  of  character,  talent  and 
genius,  which  will  open  into  a  creative  power  for  both  the  State 
and  the  Church;  also  that  these  common  schools  contain  and 
develop  the  elements  from  which  will  spring  these  new 
creatives,  enriching  and  paying  back  to  the  people  the  cost 
a  thousand  fold,  I  think  more  money  would  be  expended 
in  this  cause. 

In  some  districts  so  little  interest  is  manifested  at  election 
time  that  a  Trustee  will  be  elected  who  is  not  at  all  compett^nt 
and  Clerk  appointed  who  is  not  capable  of  making  his  annual 
report  to  this  oflice.  With  such  a  "Board"  the  teachers  selected 
do  not  always  happen  to  be  suitable.  During  the  past  year  a 
graded  school  has  been  organized  and  in  consequence  a  brick 
school-house  that  does  credit  to  Lewistown,  showing  the  interest 
of  the  people  in  our  County  Seat,  has  been  erected. 
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Of  course  Fergus  County  is  in  its  infancy  and  it  is  not 
expected  that  many  fine  school  buildings  can  be  found,  but  it  is 
expected  that  competent  School  Boards  can  be  found.  Another 
hindrance  to  rapid  progression  in  our  school  work  is  the 
shortness  of  terms.  In  some  districts  only  four  months  out  of  the 
twelve,  children  have  the  benefit  of  school.  In  such  cases, 
especially,  we  need  teachers  who  burst  the  trammels  of  methods 
and  rise  out  of  and  above  this  servile,  deadening  imitation  into 
energetic  and  dignified  character. 

It  takes  a  very  much  better  disciplinarian  in  mixed  schools, 
than  in  graded  schools;  yet  this  is  not  always  considered. 

However,  our  schools  are  growing  in  numbers  as  well  as  in 
mental  development  and  I  hope  next  year  that  I  may  be  able  to 
report  more  favorably  concerning  them. 

The  Third  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  October  23, 
24,  and  25,  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  Lewistown,  Fergus  County, 
Montana.  There  were  fifteen  teachers  enrolled,  most  of  whom 
had  striven  to  perform  the  work  assigned  them.  The  sessions 
during  the  day  as  well  as  the  evening  meetings  were  well 
attended  by  the  citizens  of  Lewistown,  showing  their  interest  in 
educational  affairs.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  committee  on 
entertainment  every  teacher  was  entertained  and  received  a 
hearty  welcome.  The  program  was  successfully  carried  out 
and  each  one  went  away  feeling  he  had  had  an  instructive 
pleasure. 


GALLATIN  COUNTY. 

MARY  F.  HOUSTON. 

DISTRICT  NO.    I. 

Good  work  was  done  in  this  district  and  the  school  was 
enthusiastic.  The  school  is  provided  with  maps,  globe,  reading 
chart  and  dictionary. 

DISTRICT  JNO.  2. 

This  district  is  provided   with  a  new  school-house,   patent 

seats.  Tellurian,  Geographical  and  Physiological  charts.     Work 

excellent. 
3— 
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DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

This  district  will  build  during  the  comino  year,  as  the 
building  used  for  school  is  poor. 

DISTRICT  NO.   5. 

This  district  is  provided  with  all  apparatus  needed  and  I 
find  good  work  generally  among  the  pupils.  There  was 
disorder  and  the  teacher  complained  of  irregularity  in  attendance 
during  last  term  of  school. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

There  were  twenty-three  pupils  in  attendance,  mostly 
Primary  grade.  The  building  is  poor,  the  furniture  home-made. 
A  reading  chart  is  needed.  The  school  was  quiet  and 
orderly. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

Throughout  this  school  good  work  is  done- — -the  attendance 
and  punctuality  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  pupils  are 
enthusiastic  and  steady  progress  is  being  made. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

This  district  is  well  supplied  with  apparatus  with  which  to 
work.  The  school  was  quiet  and  orderly  and  well  learned 
lessons  were  listened  to. 

DISTRICT  NO.  9. 

This  district  is  provided  with  maps,  globe,  charts,  etc. 
There  were  twenty-three  pupils  enrolled.  The  building  needs 
repairing.  The  room  was  untidy  and  the  pupils  were  noisy.  I 
hope  for  a  better  report  next  year. 

DISTRICT  NO.   10. 

This  school  is  new,  with  new  furniture,  Phvsiological  and 
Geographical  charts.  There  is  more  black-board  needed  and  a 
Reading  chart.  The  order  was  good  and  good  lessons  were 
heard.     General  good  work  \vas  found  here. 
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DISTRICT    NO.     II. 

This  district  also  has  a  new  school-house,  and  new  furniture. 
There  is  no  apparatus,  as  all  was  burned  and  the  district  is 
starting  anew.  School  small,  but  all  seemed  to  be  doing  good 
work. 

DISTRICT    NO.     12. 

This  district  is  provided  with  a  new  school-house,  new 
furniture,  Tellurian,  maps,  Physiological  and  geographical  charts. 
There  are  thirty-eight  pupils  enrolled  and  excellent  work 
is  done. 

DISTRICT  NO,   13. 

This  district  has  a  new  school-house,  not  finished  inside, 
but  it  is  used.  The  desks  are  home-made.  There  were  but 
seven  pupils,  who,  however,  are  doing  good  work. 

DISTRICT    NO.    14. 

The  school-house  is  in  fair  condition,  the  furniture  home- 
made- There  are  twenty-one  pupils  in  attendance.  The  room 
was  quiet  and  the  pupils  seemed  to  be  doing  good  work. 

DISTRICT  NO.   15. 

The  building,  furniture,  etc.,  was  in  excellent  condition. 
The  school  was  noisy  and  disorderly,  Whispering  general  and 
poor  lessons  the  result. 

DISTRICT    NO.     17. 

This  district  is  provided  with  maps,  globe,  charts,  etc.,  but 
the  building  and  seats  are  in  wretched  condition.  A  new  school 
is  needed  and  I  trust  the  district  will  soon  build. 

DISTRICT   NO.    18. 

This  district  rents  a  building,  but  is  provided  with  maps, 
globe,  charts,  etc.  There  were  fifty-four  pupils  in  attendance 
and  it  is  one  of  the  banner  schools  of  the  country  for  good 
lessons  and  order. 

DISTRICT  NO.   19. 

The  school-house,  furniture,  etc.,  in  excellent  condition. 
The  district  is  provided  with  maps,  globe,  charts,  dictionary, 
etc.     The  school  is  doing  good  and  thorough  work. 
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DISTRICT    NO.    20. 

This  district  has  one  of  the  best  school-houses  in  the 
County,  and  is  well  equipped  with  maps,  charts,  etc.  The 
pupils  were  doing  good  work. 

DISTRICT    NO.    21. 

This  district  is  small — only  ten  pupils  enrolled — but  good 
lessons  were  listened  to. 

DISTRICT    NO.    22. 

The  school-house  and  furniture  are  in  good  condition.  The 
teacher  is  enthusiastic  and  good  work  is  being  done.  The 
district  needs  maps  and  a  globe. 

DISTRICT  NO.   23. 

The  school-house  is  in  good  condition,  but  furniture  is  poor. 

The  school  was  quiet  and  orderly  and  good  lessons  were  heard. 

* 

DISTRICT    NO.    24. 

The  districts  rents  a  building,  and,  since  my  visit,  has 
purchased  new  patent  desks.  The  teacher  is  enthusiastic  in  his 
work,  the  pupils  studious,  and  excellent  work  is  done. 

DISTRICT    NO.    25. 

This  district  needs  a  new  school-house,  but  is  now  provided 
with  maps,  globe,  charts,  etc.  There  were  nine  pupils  enrolled. 
The  school  was  quiet  and  orderly. 

DISTRICT   NO.    26. 

This  district  also  needs  a  new  building  and  new  desks,  but 
is  well  provided  with  maps,  charts,  etc.  The  school  was  quiet, 
the  pupils  studious  and  excellent  lessons  the  result. 

DISTRICT    NO.    27. 

This  district  has  a  fairly  good  house,  new  furniture,  charts, 
etc.     The  government  is  good,  and  good  work  is  being  done. 

DISTRICT   NO.    28. 

This  district  is  comparatively  new  and  has  a  nice  school- 
house,  patent  desks,  but  needs  apparatus.  Irregularity  in 
attendance,  inexcusable  tardiness  are  to  be  censured,  and  the 
residents  should  try  to  remedy  this. 
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DISTRICT    NO.    29. 

This  district  has  a  nice,  new  school-house,  new  patent 
desks,  but  some  apparatus  is  needed.  Great  interest  in  the 
school  is  taken  by  the  residents,  and  excellent  work  is  being 
done.     Discipline  good. 

DISTRICT  NO.  30. 

This  district  has  no  school-house  and  needs  more  school- 
room as  the  room  is  too  small  for  the  number  of  pupils  in 
attendance.     Good  work,  however,  is  being  done. 

DISTRICT  NO.  31. 

The  building  and  furniture  are  in  good  condition  and  the 
school  is  well  provided  with  apparatus.  The  pupils  were 
studious  and  good  lessons  the  result. 

DISTRICT    NO.    32. 

The  building  and  furniture  are  in  good  condition.  The 
school  was  quiet  and  fairly  good  work  is  done. 

DISTRICT    NO.    33. 

This  district  is  badly  in  need  of  a  new  building  and  new 
desks.  With  those  long  desks  where  pupils  have  to  move  to 
let  others  out  there  can  be  no  order,  nor  can  a  pupil  do  the 
good  work  he  ought  to  do. 

DISTRICT    NO.    34. 

The  building  and  furniture  are  in  good  condition.  The 
district  is  provided  with  a  Reading  chart  and  a  Physiological 
chart,  but  needs  maps  and  a  globe.  Fairly  good  work  is 
being  done. 

DISTRICT  NO.   35. 

The  building  and  furniture  are  in  good  condition.  The 
school  is  small,  but  good  work  is  done.  The  residents 
take  great  interest  in  the  scliool,  judging  by  the  frequent 
visits  made. 

DISTRICT  NO.  37. 

This  is  a  fairly  new  district  and  the  building  and  furniture 
are  new  and  in  good  condition.  Some  apparatus  is  needed  here, 
but  excellent  work  is  done. 
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DISTRICT    NO.    38. 

This  is  a  new  district  and  the  room  is  not  finished.  The 
furniture  is  home-made  but  comfortable,  and  fairly  eood  work 
is  done. 

DISTRICT    NO.    39. 

The  building  and  furniture  are  in  good  condition.  The 
district  needs  more  apparatus.  The  pupils  were  noisy  and 
disorderly. 

DISTRICT    NO.    40. 

This  district,  although  new,  is  coming  to  the  front  in  school 
work.  The  building  and  furniture  are  new  and  in  excellent 
condition.  Great  interest  is  taken  in  the  school  by  the  residents 
of  the  district  and  apparatus  was  purchased  from  the  proceeds 
of  an  entertainment.     Excellent  work  is  being  done. 

DISTRICT   NO.    41. 

This  district  is  a  new  one  and  has  built  a  nice  school-house, 
purchased  patent  seats,  but  needs  apparatus.  The  school  was 
qui  Jt  and  orderly  and  excellent  work  is  done. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

WILLIAM  E.  DEAN. 

As  per  request  of  your  favor  bearing  date  of  Fedruary  8, 
1890,  I  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

Since  I  first  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  official  duties 
of  my  office,  three  years  ago,  it  has  been  my  aim  to  elevate  as 
much  as  possible  the  standard  of  scholarship  of  the  teachers  of 
this  county.  That  I  have  met  with  success  in  this  respect,  has 
become  an  accepted  fact  with  those  directly  interested.  Hence, 
the  progress  of  the  county  schools  has  been  very  materially  ad- 
vanced. The  majority  of  the  teachers  are  permanently  located 
and  are  seemingly  desirous  of  giving  their  best  efforts  at  school 
work  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  superceded  by  others,  yet 
changes  are  often  made  in  the  personel  of  those  employed  as 
teachers,  for  reasons  which  savors  very  much  of  favoritism. 
This  course  of  action  on  the   part   of   trustees    has  a  tendency  to 
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retard  my  efforts  at  raising  the  standard  of  scholarship,  as  it  is 
too  often  the  case  that  young  and  inexperienced  teachers  succeed 
those  whose  experience  is  ripe  and  extensive.  I  refer  to  this 
matter  in  order  that  you  may  cee  that  the  rights,  privileges  and  pre- 
rogatives of  County  Superintendents  are  often  trampled  under 
foot  by  trustees,  who  too  often  shower  these  favors  by  way  of 
positions  upon  the  heads  of  those  who  perchance  are  of  kin  or  sim- 
ply acquaintances.  At  no  distant  date  I  shall  ask  your  co-oper- 
ation to  the  end  that  some  needed  legislation  may  be  had  in  rem- 
edying this  most  serious  defect  in  our  school  law.  As  will  be 
seen  by  my  financial  report,  some  money  has  been  invested  dur- 
ing the  year  in  school  furnishings,  but  not  so  much  as  I  hope  to 
see  invested  during  the  next  year.  Our  school  houses,  while 
not  costly,  are,  in  the  main,  comfortable.  They  are  not  fenced 
in,  but  in  some  instances  will  be  in  the  near  future,  as  the  need 
of  it  is  apparent  to  all.  It  has  onl}^  been  for  lack  of  funds  that  it 
has  been  neglected  so  far.  Upon  the  whole,  I  am  well  pleased 
with  the  status  of  affairs,  educational,  in  this  county. 


LEWIS  AND  CLARKE. 

MISS  C.  L.  TURNLEY. 

GENERAL  PROGRESS  OF    SCHOOLS  AND  QUALITY  OF    SCHOOL  WORK 

BEING  DONE  BY  TEACHERS. 

There  are  twenty-three  organized  districts  in  Lewis  and 
Clarke  County,  one  having  been  organized  within  the  school 
year  ending  August  31st,  1890. 

District  No.  i,  known  as  Helena  District,  is  the  oldest 
district  in  the  County,  It  embraces  the  greater  part  of  the  City 
of  Helena,  and  two-thirds  of  the  census  children  of  the  County. 
This  district  is  under  the  supervision  of  a  City  Superintendent, 
who  has  just  published  a  detailed  report  of  the  several 
departments  of  the  school.  There  are  in  the  district  thirty-three 
departments,  including  a  high  school — the  only  one  in  the 
County. 

Next  to  Helena  in  organization,  as  well  as  in  number  of 
pupils,  is  Belmont  District,  No.  12,  generally  known  as  Marys- 
ville.  This  school  is  graded,  employs  four  teachers  and  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 
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The  remaining  twenty-one  districts  are  scattered  in  popula- 
tion, and  ditliculties  in  the  work  of  maintaining  schools  are 
proportionately  increased. 

The  large  territory  covered  by  many  of  the  districts  makes 
it  necessary  to  have  two  and  in  some  cases  three  schools  \w 
different  parts  of  the  district.  Four  districts  have  two  schools 
each,  and  three  have  three  each.  In  these  districts  attendance  is 
small  and  the  school  term  short,  generally  about  three  months  to 
each  school. 

Districts  visited  during  the  year,  twenty-three. 

Districts  in  which  no  school  was  in  session,  eight. 

Districts  in  which  I  deemed  the  work  poor,  three. 

Districts  in  which  I  deemed  the  work  good,  five. 

Districts  in  which  I  deemed  the  work  very  good,  seven. 

Length  of  school  terms: 

Three  districts,  ten  months. 

Three  districts,  nine  months. 

Three  districts,  eight  months. 

Four  districts,  seven  months. 

Two  districts,  two  months. 

Ten  districts,  three  to  five  months. 

Average  time,  six  and  three-tenths  months. 

Average  cost  per  capita  of  children  actually  attending 
school,  fourteen  cents  per  day  or  two  dollars  and  eighty  cents 
per  month. 

CONDITION  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES  AND  OUT-BUILDINGS. 

Helena  District,  No.  i,  has  five  school  buildings,  brick,  of 
modern  construction  and  appointments,  and  arrangments  made 
to  increase  accommodations  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  city. 

District  No.  12  has  a  school-house  of  four  rooms,  good 
construction  and  conveniences. 

School-houses  of  the  other  districts  have  one  room  each. 

One  district  has  three  houses. 

Five  districts  have  two  houses  each. 

Eleven  districts  have  one  house  each 

Five  districts  have  none. 

Of  the  twenty-nine  school-houses  about  fifteen  are  good 
buildings,  well  appointed  and  kept  in  good  condition.  Others 
range  from  bad  to  very  bad. 
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FURNITURE  AND  APPARATUS. 

About  half  the  schools  are  provided  with  reading  charts, 
about  the  same  proportion  with  Geographical  charts  or  outline 
maps;  three  have  a  globe,  and  three,  Webster's  Unabridged 
Dictionary;  about  half  have  a  fair  amount  of  black-board  space. 
Some  of  the  smaller  schools  have  nothing  in  the  way  of  furniture 
but  rough  desks  and  seats. 

SUGGESTIONS  AND  REMARKS. 

The  first  and  greatest  foe  to  schools  is  distance.  Children 
often  have  to  travel  five  miles  to  reach  the  school-house — ^the 
usual  distance  is  two  miles.  This  makes  much  irregularity 
necessary,  and  opens  the  door  to  much  that  is  unnecessary. 

Many  parents  seem  not  to  realize  the  importance  of 
punctuality.  If  they  could  sit  by  the  teacher  a  few  days  and  see 
how  frequent  absence  or  tardiness  destroys  the  mterest  and 
ambition  of  the  child,  it  would  be  greatly  beneficial  to  the 
children  and  the  school.  As  this  cannot  be,  we  can  only  appeal 
to  parents  for  their  co-operation.  Parents  only  can  remedy 
the  evil. 

In  districts  where  three  schools  are  necessary,  I  would 
recommend  a  division  of  the  district.  People  will  take  more 
interest  in  the  school,  and  will  be  more  liberal  in  their  assistance 
to  equip  and  sustain  it  when  it  is  exclusively  their  own. 

Lastly  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  irregular  method  which 
prevails  in  the  State  of  testing  teachers'  competency.  Wt  need 
a  higher  standard  and  one  that  is  uniform  throughout  the  State; 
a  standard  high  enough  to  rule  out  the  incompetent  and  yet 
broad  enough  not  to  exclude  good  teachers  on  mere 
technicalities. 


MISSOULA  COUNTY. 

MISS  HARRIET  HORD. 

The  school  work  of  the  county  during  the  past  school  year 
has  been  advancing  to  a  higher  plane  all  along  the  line.  Trus- 
tees and  clerks,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  have  responded  prompt- 
ly to  all  demands  made  of  them  and  have  evinced  a  lively  inter- 
est in  the  schools  under  their  charge. 
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All  blanks  and  reports  have  been  promptly  distributed.  The 
boundaries  of  all  the  school  districts  have  been  revised  and  plain- 
ly and  definitely  described  and  recorded. 

A  course  of  study  was  prepared  for  the  ungraded  schools  in 
1888  and  trustees  and  teachers  have  been  urged  to  grade  the 
schools  up  to  its  requirements  as  soon  as  possible.  Great  care 
has  been  exercised  in  the  granting  of  teachers'  certificates,  as  it 
is  believed,  as  is  the  teacher  so  is  the  school.  The  teachers  of 
the  county,  as  a  result,  will  compare  very  favorably,  it  is  thought, 
with  teachers  in  other  counties  of  the  State. 

But  few  new  districts  have  been  admitted,  as  school  money 
the  past  year  has  not  been  very  abundant,  the  three  months' 
school  required  by  law  being  supported  in  some  of  the  districts 
by  private  subscriptions,  or  an  encroachment  on  the  next  year's 
apportionment  of  school  money. 

Given  the  necessary  funds,  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  energy 
and  intelligence  of  the  people  of  Missoula  County  will  maintain 
and  sustain  a  system  of  schools  equal  to  or  surpassing  any  in  the 
State. 

MEAGHER  COUNTY. 

MRS.  JAMES  C.  CHAMBERLIN. 

There  are  twenty-one  districts  in  Meagher  County,  and 
school  has  been  held  in  all,  excepting  one,  for  three  months, 
while  the  most  of  these  districts  have  had  six  and  nine  months 
school. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  schools  employ  competent  teach- 
ers, and  are  well  supplied  with  maps,  globes,  etc. 

The  Institute,  conducted  by  Mrs.  Belle  Blazer,  was  both  in- 
teresting and  profitable.  There  were  ten  teachers  in  attend- 
adce,  not  as  many  attending  as  was  expected.  The  common 
branches  were  discussed  in  the  best  possible  manner. 


SILVER  BOW  COUNTY. 

MISS  CARRIE  COX. 

The  general  progress  of  the  schools  for  the  past  year  has 
been  satisfactory.  The  increase  of  children  between  the  ages  of 
4  and  21  was  626,  with  a  marked  increase  in  attendance  in  sev- 
eral districts.     The  school   buildinfrs   of   the   county  number  18 
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and  three  rented  buildings  also  have  been  in   use  the   past  year 
for  school  purposes.     The  schools  include  in  all  39  departments. 

Of  the  18  school  houses  in  the  county,  there  are  seven  very 
good  brick  buildings  in  good  repair,  6  brick,  frame  and  log 
houses  in  fairly  good  condition,  that  might,  by  a  small  outla}^  of 
money,  be  classed  with  the  seven  above  mentioned.  ,  The  re- 
maining 5  buildings  are  in  poor  condition,  being  rough  outside 
and  dingv  inside  beyond  description.  The  furniture  and  appa- 
ratus for  school  work  in  13  buildings  is  such  as  is  necessary  for 
good  work,  the  great  lack  being  books  of  reference  and  a  gen- 
eral school  library. 

The  other  five  buildings  are  poorly  provided,  especially  in 
the  matter  of  desks,  maps,  charts,  etc.  Two  districts  have  pro- 
vided their  schools  with  considerable  apparatus  during  the  past 
year.  Of  all  the  school  buildings,  three,  onl}^,  are  surrounded 
by  fences.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  length  of  school 
sessions  in  three  districts.  I  believe  the  efficiency  of  the  schools 
would  be  greatly  increased  if  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings 
more  attention  was  paid  to  the  lighting  and  ventilation  of  the 
same;  if  uniformity  of  length  of  term  could  be  observed  in  the 
country  districts  and  a  system  of  grading  could  be  established  for 
these  schools;  if  the  compulsory  education  law  could  be  enforced; 
if  school  trustees  would  make  a  more  careful  examination  as 
to  the  qualification  of  teachers  and  refuse  to  hire  inexperienced 
ones,  unless  they  have  received  some  special  training  for  the 
work;  if  the  teachers  in  charge  of  the  country  schools  were  not 
changed  every  term;  if  the  importance  of  having  school  libraries 
in  every  district  could  be  impressed  on  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity: if  a  systematic  training  in  civics  was  established  in  all 
schools. 

Forty-five  teachers  of  the  county  met  for  the  annual  insti- 
tute, September  16,  17  and  18,  1889.  The  program  consisted 
of  papers  contributed  by  the  teachers  and  discussions  of  methods 
presented  by  the  same.  Feeling  that  the  work  done  by  the 
county  institutes  of  the  State  is  not  wholly  satisfactory,  the  fol- 
mg  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  meeting: 

First.  Petitioning  the  Legislature  to  appropriate  sufficient 
funds  so  that  each  county  may  have  an  institute  of  at  least  ten 
days  duration  and  be  enabled  to  secure  at  Igast  one  instructor  to 
conduct  the  same. 
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Second.  Asking  other  counties  to  give  their  co-operation 
in  bringing  about  the  fulfillment  of  this  measure. 

Third.  Suggesting  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Examin- 
ers, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  teachers  and  grant  State 
certificates  which  shall  be  valid  until  revoked  for  sufficient  cause. 


YELLOWSTONE  COUNTY. 

MRS    M.  J.  CRAMPTON. 

The  schools  of  this  county  have  been  doing  good  work  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  In  the  larger  schools  and  most  of  the  small 
ones  we  have  teachers  of  large  experience  and  good  ability.  All 
but  two  hold  first  grade  certificates.  The  patrons  are  taking  a 
greater  interest  in  schools,  and  are  striving  to  supplement  the 
teacher's  work.  Our  school  houses  are  in  good  condition  with 
one  exception,  and  that  one  will  be  replaced  with  a  new  one  in  a 
few  months. 

District  No.  8  has  completed  a  neat  frame  school  house. 
Few  are  fenced.  Most  of  the  schools  have  trees  around  them, 
planted  by  patrons  and  pupils.  Two  school  houses  in  this  coun- 
ty are  in  natural  groves  cf  trees  and  wild  roses.  All  outside 
buildings  are  in  fairly  good  condition.  All  are  supplied  with 
school  furniture  and  nearly  all  with  a  dictionary,  maps,  charts, 
globes,  etc.,  all  in  good  condition.  Our  school  officers  are  ready 
to  supply  teachers  with  all  necessary  helps  and  are  fully  repaid 
when  the  school  proves  successful.  While  we  think  we  have 
done  well  in  the  past  year,  we  hope  that  the  present  year's  work 
will  surpass  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  Yellowstone 
County. 


STATISTICS. 


The  following  exhibit  will  prove  interesting,  as  it  gives  the 
financial  and  statistical  standing  of  every  district  in  the  State : 
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ology and  Hygiene  were 
taught 

Wages  paid  per  month 
for  spring  term 

Wages  paid  per  month 
for  winter  term 
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If  more  than  one  give 
distance  between  them. 


Are  they  in  the  building 
or  outside? 

No.  of  privies  or  wa'ter 
closets  connected  with 
School  house 

and  rods 

Size  of  site  in  acres 

Districts  not  owning 
site 

Districts  owning  sites  . . 
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Male 


^T-(T--ococoir2r!'Ci(M!: 


"  =;  c»  rt  X  ->«  *     •  '^  ~  S  T!  S  "^  JS  £! 


Under  4  years  of  age . 


3CC?iOOCOOOrHXOCOCOCiC^ 

T-l  CO  5i  in  tt  ^(  i-<  c<  t^ 


CCO(?*35-^Oir2ClQCQ0Cl  Q-O  *J  (>?  CD 
i—  -""MOOOl^COr-OiL-QOQCDOOOOi 


TP^HO?-^oco:cQOif^co-H<??»-iCim 

CO»-^O^COXCOOXC;C:wOCiOi^C5 

co'?icociOi-fCOincoc;ri"*^i"^OT-H 


Female 
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No.  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  4  and  21 
years 
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Number   of  Districts  in  each 
County 
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No.  of  prosecutions 
against  parents,  guar- 
dians or  employers  for 
violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Com- 
pulsory Education  Act. 

No.  of  such  children 
who  attended  private 
schools  or  were  instruc- 
ted at  home  for  at  least 
12  weeks  during  the 
year  ending  Aug.  31,  '90. 

No.  of  such  children  who 
attended  the  District 
School  for  at  least  la 
w«eks  during  the  year 
ending  August  Slst, 
1890 

No.  of  children  between 
8  and  14  years  of  age  re- 
siding in  the  District 
August  31, 1899 

Districts    which    paid 
teachers  monthly 

Districts  In  which  Trus- 
tees gave  Teachers  a 
memorandum  of  hiring 

Districts  having  Elev- 
enth Annual  Report  of 
Supt.  1889 

No.  of  trees  planted  on 
School  grounds 

Districts  which  observed 
Arbor  Day 

Do  Trustees  keep  records 
in  District  book? 

No.  of  terms  present 
Teacher  has  taught  in 
District 

Districts  in  which 
Teachers  did  not  so 
vrtfy 

District  in  which  Teach- 
ers verified  register .... 

Districts  which  built 
new  School  Houses 
during  the  year  

Amount  of  wages  paid 
Teachers  while  attend- 
ing Institute 
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Districts  which  paid 
Teachers'  wages  while 
attending  Institute 


No.   of    days   Teachers 
attended  Institute 


Districts  In  which 
Teachers  attended  In- 
stitute  
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